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Gracious God, the willingness to give is a sign of life.

Thank you for the faithful stewards of Guiding Light, who have given
their time, talents and their financial resources, because we know
that this pleases you.

With thankfulness, they have given in gratitude and joy.

With prayerfulness, they have given in sacrifice and love.

With hopefulness, they have given in commitment to you.

Their generosity has surely made a difference in so many men’s lives;
lives that have been forever altered, changed, and greatly improved.

And yet, dear Lord, let us not forget that you are the author and giver
of all good things.

We thank you for your mercies and for your loving care.

We thank you for the gift of life, for your protection that surrounds
us, and for your love within us.

In all these things, Lord, make us wise in using these gifts that these
faithful donors have given, that we may increase their usefulness and
multiply their purposes in their distribution.

Accept this prayer offered in your name and give us the strength to
live faithfully in response to your call.

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Rev. Nancy Claus, Board Chaplain
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What an honor it is to be part of this wonderful ministry at this exciting time.
Everyone loves playing for a winning team, with energy and excitement and the
thrill of making an impact.
*XLGLQJ/LJKWLVDERXWFKDQJH³FKDQJLQJWKHFRXUVHRIHDFKOLIHWRUHÁHFW*RG·V
plan for health, happiness and spiritual peace. We are focused on bringing about
WKLVSRVLWLYHFKDQJHLQPHQ·VOLYHVDQGLQRXUFRPPXQLW\7KDWLVRXUFDOOLQJDQG
our passion.
7KLVPLQLVWU\LVVKRZLQJVXFKJURZWKXQLPDJLQHGMXVWDIHZ\HDUVDJR,URQ
+RXVH7KH-RE3RVW%DFNWR:RUNDQG*XLGLQJ/LJKW5HFRYHU\DUH\LHOGLQJ
ULFKIUXLWVIRURXUPHQDQGRXUFRPPXQLW\7KHVHDUHQHZEULGJHVRIRSSRUWXQLW\
helping men transition from rescue to recovery and full re-engagement.
:HVWLOOGRZKDWZHKDYHDOZD\VGRQH³VKDUH&KULVW·VORYHE\RIIHULQJDKDQG
to those at the end of their rope. Now we offer even more—real, sustainable
recovery, supported with safe, affordable housing and employment that leads to
full social re-engagement and personal restoration. Men are meeting Christ and
being saved, changed, transformed.
As the world changes, we must also change, applying insight and wisdom,
remaining strategically focused and disciplined, yet nimble and responsive to
QHZRSSRUWXQLWLHVDQGFKDOOHQJHV:HVKDUHWKH*RRG1HZVE\VKRZLQJ*RG·V
love in a changing context with excellence. We are a leader in comprehensive
rescue, recovery and re-engagement; helping each person realize his God-given
potential and dignity while contributing to a healthy community.

7KLV$QQXDO5HSRUWFKDUWVWKHLPSDFW\RXRXUGRQRUVKDYHPDGHRQ*XLGLQJ
/LJKWLQWKHODVW\HDUSOXVRXUÀQDQFLDOVIRU-XO\WR-XQH
As our stakeholder partners, we want you to fully see the difference you are
PDNLQJLQPHQ·VOLYHV

Guiding Light has been graced with many hands, big hearts and a clear
vision that the Gospel we believe calls forth the good for every life, to heal
every wound, realize every gift, repair every broken part of a person and
KLVIDPLO\DQGWKHFRPPXQLW\7KDQN\RXIRUEHLQJSDUWRIWKLVDPD]LQJ
RUJDQL]DWLRQIXOÀOOLQJWKLVZRQGHUIXOPLVVLRQWKDWLPSDFWVOLYHVGHHSO\DQG
SHUPDQHQWO\IRUWKHJORU\RI*RGDQGWKHFRPLQJRI*RG·VNLQJGRP
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Dawn Buursma, Director, Homestead Realty
Rev. Tim Wilson, Director, South Harbor Church
Sherwin Robinson'LUHFWRU3ULRULW\+HDOWK
Elizabeth Bovard Strong, Director, Builders Exchange of Michigan

4

5

Two years ago, Russell had reached rock bottom.

Russell had been drinking heavily, since a divorce. His coworkers and the culture
at work, he said, kept pulling him deeper and deeper. Eventually, he found himself
OLYLQJRQWKHVWUHHWZLWKRWKHUKRPHOHVVPHQ7KH\LQYLWHGKLPWRPRYHLQWRWKHLU
tent city, behind a Kroger in Flint, Michigan.

One day, he passed out on the side of a road and awoke in the hospital. He was
VLFN´YHU\YHU\VLFNµ+HKDGMDXQGLFH6HL]XUHVJULSSHGKLP²²V\PSWRPVRI
withdrawal.
5XVVHOOÀJXUHGKHZDV´QHDUGHDGµ

+H·GKDGHQRXJK5XVVHOOHQWHUHGDGD\GHWR[FHQWHU:KLOHWKHUHKHWRRN
VWRFNRIKLVVLWXDWLRQ([SHULHQFHWROGKLPDQRWKHUWULSWRDUHKDEIDFLOLW\ZRXOGQ·WEH
HQRXJK+H·GEHHQWKURXJKUHKDEEHIRUHDQGLQYDULDEO\UHWXUQHGWRWKHVDPHROG
places, the same people, the same brutal habits.

5XVVHOOZDQWHGVRPHWKLQJPRUHVRPHWKLQJWKDWZRXOGODVW2IÀFLDOVDWWKHGHWR[
center told him about Guiding Light. So after completing the detox process, he went
WKHUH$QGIRUWKHÀUVWWLPHKHIRXQGDSURJUDPWKDWZRUNHG

´7KH\IRFXVRQEXLOGLQJ\RXXS7KH\PDNHVXUH\RX·UHZRUNLQJWKDW\RX·UHWDNLQJ
care of your responsibilities,” he said.
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Once he was accepted into Guiding Light, Russell entered the four-month Back to
:RUN3URJUDP'XULQJWKHÀUVWSKDVHKHVHFXUHGDMRE,QWKHVHFRQGSKDVHKH
began saving 75 percent of his net pay, and Guiding Light staff began helping him
ZLWKKLVFUHGLWDQGZLWKVHWWLQJSHUVRQDOJRDOV7KHVHFRQGSKDVHDOVRLQFOXGHG
courses in time management, budgeting, personal change, and spiritual direction.
7KHKLJKO\SHUVRQDOL]HGVSLULWXDOGLUHFWLRQVHVVLRQVKHOSHG5XVVHOOJHWEDFNLQ
touch with his faith.
“Everyone comes in with a story,” said spiritual director Larry Slager. “We start
with their story. How did you choose to come here? How has addiction affected
\RXUOLIH",W·VDQDUWIXOSURFHVVRIOLVWHQLQJDQGZRQGHULQJVRPHWLPHVFKDOOHQJLQJ
often unrecognized longings.”
7KHWKLUGSKDVHLQYROYHGJHWWLQJ5XVVHOORQDVWURQJHUÀQDQFLDOIRRWLQJVRWKDWKH
could be in a position to get his own place to live. By the fourth month, Russell,
OLNHDOORIWKHPHQLQWKH*XLGLQJ/LJKW%DFN7R:RUNSURJUDPZDVUHDG\WRORRN
for housing. Guiding Light was there with him.
´:HKHOSWKHPHQZLWKWKHÀUVWPRQWK·VUHQWLIWKH\TXDOLI\DQGZHDOVRRIIHUDQ\
leads as far as housing that might be sustainable for them,” said Back to Work
SURJUDPGLUHFWRU-HII&RXUWOH\&RXUWOH\VDLGWKDWDWHYHU\SKDVH5XVVHOOPHWDW
OHDVWRQFHDZHHNZLWKDFDVHPDQDJHU+LVSURJUHVVZDVPRQLWRUHGFORVHO\7KH
idea: teach responsibility but also be ready with a safety net.
´6RPHJX\VPLJKWJHWMREVLQOHVVWKDQDZHHNDQGVRPHJX\VPLJKWWDNHD
PRQWK'XULQJWKDWWLPHWKH\FDQVWD\KHUHDVORQJDVWKH\·UHPHHWLQJFHUWDLQ
REOLJDWLRQVOLNHWKHLU$$PHHWLQJVWKHLUFKRUHV7KH\VWLOOKDYHDOLIHFRDFKGXULQJ
WKDWWLPHµ&RXUWOH\VDLG´,IWKHLQGLYLGXDOKDVQ·WIRXQGKRXVLQJ\HWRULIKLV
DSDUWPHQWLVQ·WUHDG\ZHRIIHUDQH[WHQGHGVWD\XSWRWZRPRQWKVDIWHUWKHLQLWLDO
IRXUPRQWKSHULRG0HQSD\SHUZHHNIRUWKLVH[WHQGHGVWD\µ

7RGD\5XVVHOOLVSXWWLQJKLVOLIHWRJHWKHU+HKDV
rediscovered a faith that helps him through hard times. He
KDVZRUNHGWRHDUQEDFNKLVIDPLO\·VWUXVWDQGLVUHEXLOGLQJ
a relationship with his two sons. He hopes to become a shift
OHDGHUIRUKLVHPSOR\HUDQGPRVWLPSRUWDQWEHOLHYHVLW·VD
realistic goal. Some day he hopes to have a bigger home.
He feels strong. And grateful. He praises Guiding Light
GRQRUV²²SHUFHQWRIGRQDWHGPRQH\JRHVLQWRWKHFOLHQW
FDUHDQGSURJUDP²²IRUKHOSLQJKLPJHWEDFNRQKLVIHHWDQG
for enabling him to make a positive impact in his community.
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Victor’s immigrant parents expected a lot of their bright and talented son.
Victor exceeded those expectations.

6FKRROZDVVRHDV\+HEDUHO\VWXGLHGDQGVWLOOZDVDEOHWRVNLSÀIWKJUDGH
%XWZKHQKHJUDGXDWHGIURPDVPDOOPLGGOHVFKRRO²²HLJKWKJUDGHUV²²WR
DIUHVKPDQFODVVRIDERXWDW(DVW.HQWZRRG+LJK6FKRROWKHEULJKW
RYHUDFKLHYLQJ\RXQJVWXGHQWZHQWIURPEHLQJDELJÀVKLQDVPDOOSRQGWRD
ÁRXQGHULQJÀVKLQDQXQIRUJLYLQJRFHDQ

7KHVXPPHUDIWHUKLVVRSKRPRUH\HDU9LFWRUWULHGPDULMXDQDIRUWKHÀUVWWLPH%\
the time school began that fall, Victor was transforming. Classes and good grades
were no longer as important. His drinking escalated. He smoked pot every day.

When he arrived at Grand Valley State University, with a full-ride scholarship, he
ZDVFRPSOHWHO\XQSUHSDUHGIRUWKHOHYHORIZRUNFROOHJHUHTXLUHG,WZDVQ·WORQJ
before Victor was spending the bulk of his days getting high and hanging out with
his friends. He lost his scholarship and dropped out.

Soon, he fell into a cycle of getting drunk and getting in trouble. His could feel his
life, what he thought it would be (or what others thought it would be), slipping away.

´,EHJDQFKLSSLQJDZD\DWDOORIWKHPRUDOLW\DVSLUDWLRQVDQGVHOIORYHµKHVDLG
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+HJRWVREHUDQGUHODSVHGPXOWLSOHWLPHV7KHVXEVWDQFHDEXVHFRVWKLP
DJLUOIULHQGDQGKLVIUHHGRP$IWHUFRPSOHWLQJKLVWKLUGMDLOVHQWHQFH9LFWRU
ZDVIRUFHGWRDWWHQG$$$JDLQVREULHW\GLGQ·WODVW
Close-knit and loving, his family staged an intervention, his second. When it
ZDVKLVPRWKHU·VWXUQWRWDONVKHJRWGRZQRQKHUNQHHV6KHEHJJHGKLP
WRWU\*XLGLQJ/LJKW7KHQKLVEURWKHU0LJXHOEHJDQVREELQJ´0\EURWKHU
ORYHVP\PRPDQGKHORYHVRXUIDPLO\PRUHWKDQDQ\WKLQJ,W·VDPRPHQW,
FDQ·WGHVFULEHµKHVDLG
Victor had always resisted entering a program due to money issues. But
Guiding Light, which is supported entirely by the generosity of donors, is
IUHHWRDQ\RQHZKRTXDOLÀHV+HHQWHUHGWKH5HFRYHU\3URJUDPLQ$XJXVW
WKUHHGD\VDIWHUWDNLQJKLVODVWGULQN
9LFWRUORYHGWKHVWUXFWXUHRIWKHSURJUDP²²DOOWKHGHWDLOVRILW+HEHFDPH
more open, more honest with people. He got blunt honesty in return. He
soon realized he could no longer be someone other than who he really was.
%\HDUO\KHIHOWKLVOLIH´WDNLQJRIIµ
7RGD\9LFWRUPHDVXUHVWKHLPSDFWRIWKHSURJUDPWKLVZD\´<RXFRXOGWDNH
DZD\DOOWKHDOFRKRODOOWKHGUXJVIURPWKHZRUOGEXW,ZDVDOZD\VJRLQJ
to be that sad, that disappointed, could-have-been guy. Guiding Light really
OHGPHEDFNµ9LFWRUZDVLQLWLDOO\ZRUULHGWKDWRWKHUVZRXOGÀQGRXWKHZDV
in the program. But today, as part of his recovery, he believes he needs to
talk about his time at Guiding Light, an experience he believes was guided
by God.

“Things occurred at a time when they were too perfect to be
coincidental. My official four months ended Christmas Eve,
and my mom said, ‘you’re reborn.’”

Spiritual Director Larry Slager said, like Victor, many of the men at
*XLGLQJ/LJKWOHDYHZLWKDUHQHZHGVHQVHRIVSLULWXDOLW\)RU6ODJHULW·V
a very humbling process.

´0\UROHLVWRFUHDWHDVSDFH²²WKDW·VDSUHWW\KXPEOHUROHµKHVDLG
´7KHZRUWKRIWKHZRUNLVZKDWWKHPHQRIIHUWKHKDUGZRUNWKH\GRµ

7RGD\9LFWRULVVWD\LQJLQ,URQ+RXVH*XLGLQJ/LJKW·VVREHUOLYLQJ
DSDUWPHQWFRPSOH[$VZLWKHYHU\IDFHWRI*XLGLQJ/LJKW·VZRUN,URQ
House is made possible by donors. And its impact on the community
at-large is measurable. “Seventy-six percent of the men who live there
KDYHVWD\HGVREHUIRUWKDW\HDU7KDW·VDSUHWW\ELJGHDOLQWHUPVRI
recovery,” said Brian Elve, Recovery Director.

7RGD\9LFWRUZRUNVDWWHQGV$$PHHWLQJVJRHVWRFKXUFKDQG
YROXQWHHUVDW3LQH5HVW&KULVWLDQ0HQWDO+HDOWK6HUYLFHV7KH
turnaround in his life has had an impact on other men in the program
and on the staff.
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(QVXUHWKHOHJDF\RI\RXUHVWDWHUHÁHFWV\RXU
SHUVRQDOFRPPLWPHQWVDQGZLVKHV3ODQQHG
giving is a way to live on through good works.
Consider these reasons why it may be time to
review your will, and contact us to learn more
about including Guiding Light in your plan.

FAMILY

Have you or your children recently married, remarried or divorced?

Have you gained family members either through birth, adoption or marriage?

Do you need to determine a trusted guardian for your children?

Have you experienced the death of someone dear to you?

+DYH\RXRU\RXUORYHGRQHVH[SHULHQFHGDVLJQLÀFDQWLQMXU\RUOLIHDOWHULQJLOOQHVV"

$UH\RXFRQFHUQHGDERXWWKHÀQDQFLDOPDWXULW\RI\RXUKHLUV"

CHARITABLE RELATIONSHIPS

Have you become more involved in your church or a particular ministry?

'RHV\RXUZLOOUHÁHFW\RXU&KULVWLDQYDOXHVDQGSULRULWLHV"

CAREER
Has your employer or income level changed?
Do you have new business ventures?

Have you recently retired or are you planning to retire soon?

ASSETS

+DV\RXUHVWDWHH[SHULHQFHGDVLJQLÀFDQWLQFUHDVHRUGHFUHDVHLQYDOXH"
Have you bought, sold or moved a business?
Have you bought or sold property?

+DYH\RXFKDQJHGWKHEHQHÀFLDULHVRQ\RXULQVXUDQFHSROLFLHVRUUHWLUHPHQWDVVHWV"

LOCATION
Have you or those listed in your will moved?

TAX LAW

Have state or federal tax laws changed since you last reviewed your will?

TIME

Has it been more than three years since you last reviewed your will?
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,W·VHDV\WRPDNHFRQWULEXWLRQVWRIXOÀOO\RXUSHUVRQDOSKLODQWKURSLF

JRDOV&KRRVHWKHZD\WKDWZRUNVEHVWIRU\RX<RXFDQJLYHZHHNO\
PRQWKO\TXDUWHUO\RURQHWLPH

CHECK OR CASH:

3OHDVHPDNHFKHFNSD\DEOHWR*XLGLQJ/LJKW

3OHDVHPDLOWR32%R[*UDQG5DSLGV0,

ONLINE GIVING:

7KLVIRUPDOORZV\RXWRPDNHVHFXUHFRQWULEXWLRQVE\FUHGLWRUGHELW

card online at www.GuidingLightWorks.org/Give

BREAD & LIFE SUSTAINING DONOR:

One easy way to support Guiding Light is to set up an automatic

deduction from your debit or credit card or directly from your bank

account. Our Accounting Assistant would be happy to help you with this.
&RQWDFW$UODDW  H[W

STOCK GIFTS:

'LG\RXNQRZWKDW\RXFDQFRQWULEXWHVWRFNWR*XLGLQJ/LJKW",W·V

a straightforward process. For more information, contact Starla

0F'HUPRWWDW  H[WRU6WDUOD#*XLGLQJ/LJKW:RUNVRUJ

WILL:

<RXFDQDOZD\VUHPHPEHU*XLGLQJ/LJKWLQ\RXUZLOORUHVWDWHSODQ

Contact Starla McDermott for more information.

QUESTIONS ABOUT ANYTHING?

Contact Starla McDermott, Development Director at Guiding Light at

6WDUOD#*XLGLQJ/LJKW:RUNVRUJRU  H[W
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